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Land Development Code – Proposed Amendment
30-6.12(E) Specific Illumination Requirements
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Outdoor Lighting Code Sec. 30-6.12
A. Purpose. To provide regulations for outdoor lighting that will:

1. Protect and promote the public health, safety, and welfare;

2. Promote safety and security in vehicular use and pedestrian use areas;

3. Protect adjacent properties, the environment and wildlife and the night sky from adverse lighting

impacts such as light pollution, light trespass, glare, excessive lighting, and offensive light

sources;

4. Promote energy and resource efficient lighting;

5. Encourage the use of crime prevention through environmental design (CPTED) fundamentals in the design

of lighting installations; and

6. Promote the safety and security of pedestrians and motorists, especially at intersections, street crossings,

and mid-block crossings.
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Artificial Lighting at Night (ALAN) Wildlife Impacts

 Predator/prey dynamics, i.e. bats and amphibians

 Reproductive behaviors

 Impacts to biological functions, i.e. salamander tail regeneration

 Migratory birds, collisions

 Insect attraction, white LED lighting
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PRCA Vision 2020 Master Plan & 2023 Update

 September 2011 – Public survey, needs 
assessment

 Over 20 interviews, focus group meetings and 
public workshops 

 Top priority identified – improve and upgrade 
existing parks and facilities

 PRCA improvements to lighting, pedestrian 
areas and vehicular use areas
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PRCA Vision 2020 Master Plan & 2023 Update

 Desired park programming 
improvements identified

 Need for additional nature 
programs, environmental education, 
youth enrichment programs

 Reduced light pollution provides 
greater opportunity for dark sky 
education

 Example: Sweetwater Wetlands Park 
Night Walks
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PRCA Vision 2020 Master Plan & 2023 Update

 2023 Master Plan update affirmed 
continued support for additional 
funding toward park improvements 
and maintenance

 ETC Institute Priority Investment 
Rating equally weights importance 
specified by respondents and 
number of residents with needs 
unmet

 Nature programming and 
environmental education again a 
top priority
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Comprehensive Plan – Relevant Sections
 Conservation, Open Space & Groundwater Recharge Element Objective 2.4: The City shall 

amend its land development regulations as necessary to conserve…listed species of plants 
and animals; significant natural communities, and other significant natural and 
archaeological resource areas…

 Recreation Element Objective 2.2: Acquire, design and manage parks to preserve existing 
natural features and their functions as described by the “Environmental Management of 
Public Parks & Open Spaces” portion of the Conservation, Open Space, and Groundwater 
Recharge Element. 

 Recreation Element Objective 3.1: Develop programs that increase citizen awareness of urban 
area natural features and parks that obtain citizen input on current and future recreational 
needs.

 Future Land Use Element Goal 3: Achieve the highest long-term quality of life for all 
Gainesville residents consistent with sound social, economic, and environmental principles 
through land development practices that minimize detrimental impacts to the land, natural 
resources, and urban infrastructure.
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Comprehensive Plan – Relevant Sections

 Future Land Use Element Goal 4: The future land use element shall foster the unique 
character of the city by directing growth and redevelopment in a manner that: uses 
neighborhood centers to provide goods and services to city residents; protects 
neighborhoods; distributes growth and economic activity throughout the city in keeping with 
the direction of this element; preserves quality open space; and preserves the tree canopy of 
the city. The future land use element shall promote statewide goals for compact development 
and efficient use of infrastructure.

 Future Land Use Element Objective 4.2: The City shall implement regulations that will protect 
low-intensity uses from the negative impacts of high-intensity uses and provide for the 
healthy coexistence and integration of various land uses.
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