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g City of Gainesville, IFlorida

4 _ = Office of Mapor Barvey L. Ward, Jr.
Proclamation

WHEREAS, Eleanor Blawr arrived in Gainesville in the spring of 1971 daving her 1951 Plymouth, with anly $40, a shopping hag ot clothes, a —

box of pant, and immediately tell in love with our communiy: and

WHEREAS, Bleanor Blaw mised two children, many rescue dogs, and a few spouses, She worked very menial jobs while remaining devored 1o
the arts, This included music, as she drummed ar night in bands such as No Questions Asked, The Blues Cruisers, Conmie & the All-stars, and

Weeds of Fden: and

WHEREAS, Fleanor Blair Studio on Main Strect in Ganesville converted a dilapidared space o an elegane gallery, that tor decades was the

focal pomnt tor art walks and communiey evenrs. This inspired many other aruses to locate in1o our communities’ ares and culture center; and
WHEREAS, Fleanor Blair's patnoings are found i muscums and gallenies throughout the siate, in many public and private colleenons, She has
donated her art to hundreds of chanity auctions, painted in dozens of open-air evenis and during orchestral performances, and she has taught
many students over five decades, including her inspirational class “The Arnst’s Way™; and

WHEREAS, Eleanor Blur participated in S0 consecurive Spring Arts Festivals, with her art on the posters of several, She was named the Ciny’s
Art Volunteer of the Year in 1990, and reccived many accolades, including the Nanonal League of American Pen Women, the Conservation
Steward recognition of Alachua Conservation Trust, and the Litenme Achievement Award from the Cirv and County Culrural Affairs Board;
andd

WHEREAS, Bleanor Blair's andseape and eiill lite panntings caprure the grandeur, mystery, and umque qualities of sky, water, toliage, and
Flonda-nees of this place. While her ant enriches tens of thousands of walls in public buildings, in businesses, and i the homes of people who

admire her imterpretanions of beauty that caprure our colleetive love of this place; and

WHEREAS, while our community has finallv run out of wall space for her, she has painted the portrait of aearlv every palm iree, and her

desire 1o explore other environments while inspiring her grandchildren monvates her to re-locate to Auson, Toxas.

NOW, THEREFORE, L Harvey L. Ward, jr., by the authonty vested in me as Mavor of the Ciry of Gainesville, do hereby prociasm July 23, 2024 as
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in the Ciry of Gainesville and invite all our acighbaors (o join me in recogmzing this speeial day.

IN WTTNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my hand and caused 1o bé atfised the officml seal oof the City of Gainesville, Florida, this 16th

day of July 2024,
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