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:-—;_; City of Gainegville, Florida
Office of Hlapor Barvey L. Ward, Jr.

Proclamation

WHERIAS, public art plays a enaeal role in conncenng the people of Gamesville to thar neighbors, o their shared history and calraeal henage, builds socal

capital, and canches our physical environment by bringing public spaces 1o Iite wirh 4 amifving charaerer and imbung them wirh community pride; and

WHEREAS, by making our culraral history and hermape @ tanwble communiry asser, those Gainesville agnses who have spent therr Bives and encegy ennclung oor
public spaces have thus done an inestimable service to all of Ganesville, and thereby occupy an impormans and unigue place 1n our collecnve consciousness and

socialb tabine: and

WHEREAS, tor thirte wears, one of the leading hights of public ast in Gainesville has been Blake Harnson, who moved o Gainesville o 1984, and who has been
calledd by the Independent Flomda Allgaror “the arnst who saved™. Begmnrmng in the earle 1990s, nght deown oo the presens, Blake has panred murals all around
Gainesville and northern Flonda, trom Lake Buder to Paseor County, along with hundreds of portraies, landscapes, and photographs, Blake painted the now-famous
memortdd murals of Tom Perry that grace several locanons around town, including on 3th Se, Wall, where he has also mantined the memonal seenon to the
srudents kalled in 1990, Bhs love for the area, energy, selflessness, and willingness o collaborate have enabled him o pur an indelible seamp on rhe area tor the

benetie of all; and

WHEREAS, Blake Harnson has upheld and extended the best rradinons of the focal artsne and cducanonal communinies through his work o mentonhip,
clucanon, and chanry. He developed his skills as 2 student ar Sana Fe and the Universiee of FL, then began raking every opportuniey to ereate things of puhlie
beauny. His work ercared npportunities for dozens or even hundreds of emerping arnsts, ver while mentoning voung arnists, he has alwavs honored his menrors and
intluences, such as his imroducnon of famed loeal artist Lenme Kest o aew generanons, Blake also embodied actvism-through-ar, with trequent and geaerous
donunons of both tme and work to locat channes and chaniable events and causes, while alwavs mamnaiming an open-door poliey lumsclt for anvone thar mighr
nced a placy w0 go; and

WHEREAS, 1n the forty vears since his arrval, Blake has remaned dedheated 1o the cause of butlding a berter, more tolerant, more beauutul, and more torward-
lookmg Ganesville, o Ganeseilie wirh g clear sense of ns awn history and wdenone and connnues 1o be a model of digmiey, perseverance, panence, and love i the
tace of adversiy, He s a model tor mdividuals whe mav nced an example of how 16 trear evervone with respeer, as well as tor those who want o make thar
commumiies hetter places to hive, not just berrer places o work. Blake's vision tor Gamnesville was one which eonbodied those most noble of wdeals and virtues, and

vne o which all would share in those hmitdess possibilimes.

NOW, THEREFGRE, 1, Harvey L. Ward, tr., by the authony vested in me as Mavor of the City of Ganeswille, do bereby prociaim fuly 18, 2024 as

Blake Harrison Day

m the Ciry of Ganesville and inviee alt our acighbore 1o join me in commemaoranon and apprecianon of a htenme ot adding beaner and conrext w our communiry

and mvite all our neghbors 1o colebrare with me his nrcless commitment 1o public arn

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto ser my hand and caused 1o be atfixed the official seal of the Ciry of Gamnesville, Flonda, tus 28th day of june 2024,






