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B. Buffer widths. The appropriate reviewing board, or the city manager or designee, may require the expansion of the minimum width of the buffer strip to ensure that trees will meet separation 
requirements from utility lines, buildings, or paved areas, or to allow for the inclusion of an existing high-quality shade tree in the buffer strip.

C. Driveways and sidewalks. The widths of driveways and pedestrian or bicycle facilities that cross through a required buffer shall be subtracted from the linear feet of buffer length for the 
purposes of calculating the number of required plantings in Chart B above.

D. Existing trees and natural vegetation in buffers. Any regulated, high quality shade trees existing within the minimum required buffer width shall be protected in accordance with section 30-8.8. 
Credit for preserving existing trees shall be applied in accordance with this article. High quality heritage trees within buffer areas should be preserved with the area underneath the canopy 
dripline protected. Sidewalks and bicycle access infrastructure may be permitted within the protection zones of a high quality heritage tree but not within the root plate. Natural vegetation, if it 
achieves a continuous 75 percent opacity for 10 months of the year, may be substituted for the required shrubs. If a buffer that preserved existing vegetation is subsequently cleared by the 
property owner or when permits for tree removal are granted post-development, then the required shrubs and trees in accordance with this section shall be required.

E. Invasive nonnative vegetation in buffers. All buffers shall be maintained to remove invasive nonnative plant species and curtail natural regeneration of seedling loblolly and slash pines. The 
density of loblolly and slash pines in a natural buffer should be managed so the remaining pines grow no closer than 25 feet and seedling regeneration is curtailed.

F. Sound attenuation. The reviewing board, or city manager or designee, may address the need for sound attenuation of certain equipment, such as refrigeration units, motors, fans, power tools, 
etc., or uses such as loading, vehicle repair, outdoor recreation, etc., by requiring a study, prepared by a licensed engineer or architect, to address the potential for a noise disturbance to be 
transmitted to adjacent properties by the proposed use, and may require the installation of a wall, fence or berm in addition to required landscape material. The wall, fence or berm may be 
located within the required buffer or directly around the equipment or use which requires sound attenuation.

2023-1136B
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